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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENML
HT. JAMES THEATRE, Tweety-sif*"1 sbUM aaA Broad-
ray..Catab i*a.Baocu ue.

ACADEMY OP MUSIC. Fourteenth street.iTALIAJf
OrEBA..Fairer.
VAbUCK'l THEATRE. Inilwtr and IJU MMl«
BOMVAIA
WOOD'S MUSEUM, Broadway, corner SOth »L..Perform-

aftenooa ana evwuax.ClaibvotahcB.

BOOTH'S THEATRE. tSd between 5th and Sth an. .
tn TioTuii.Solo* Sixthalb.

BOWERT THEATRE, Bowery..Tub. Pmoiixox-
Sbamumu tub Dettiu.

NfBLO'8 GARDEN, Broadway, between Trtnoe aid
Bouetoa ntreeu..Oib Ambbuiam Cousin.

ORAED OPERA HOURS, corner of Mar. and ad
Fabib; on. tub Data op tmb commumb.

UNA EDWIN'S THEATRE, No. TW Broadway OrBBA
Bmrl-bB CoNT DBA Rom-BBS.

FIFTH ATENUB THEATRE, Twenty-fourth atreet.
Tux Bbw Dbama op Ditobob.

OLYMPIC THEATRE, Broadway..TH1 Ballbt Pan-
tonlan op Humptt Ddnptt.

TH1RTT-FOURTH STREET THEATRE, near Thttd ape-
¦an..Nbobo Eoobwtbioitieb, Youalibub, Ao.

PARK THEATRE, opposite City Hall, Brooklyn..Bebta,
Tib Mmairr.

MBS. P. B. CONWAY'S BROOKLYN THEATRE..
Ona.
HOOIJ8Y*S OPERA HOUSE, Brooklyn..?abibtt Eh-

TBBTAIMMBST.

UNION SQUARE THEATRE, Fourteenth at. and Broad¬
way.Mkubo acts.Bublebqub, Uallst, Ao.

THEATRE COMtQUB, 614 Broadway..COMIO Vooal-
isms, Mpobo Acts, Ac.

SAN FRANCISCO MINSTREL ITALL, 685 Broadway.Thb Sam Fbaxoiboo Minstbrls.

BRYANT'S NEW OPERA HOUSE, S3J nt., between 6th
end 1th ape.Bitant's Minbtbki.a

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOUSE. No. Ml Bowery.Hbqbo Eookmybioitiks, BublksviI'es, Ac.

TORN CIRCUS, Fourteenth (treat. .Soexes in
TBI Rnu, Agbohats, ao.

SOMKJtYlLLE'ART GALLERY, 88 Fifth avenue.-'CAT-
x,ai*a Ibdiah cabtoons.
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Judge Bidford'i Grand Jury is the main
reliance of the plundered people of New Tork
for a clear and earnest arraignment of the city
thieves. To them the people look for justice,
speedily administered.

Teds Federal Council of Germany has
given a parliamentary sanction to the report
of the national budget commission, fixing the
strength of the army, for three years, at
401,659 men at a cost of $90,373,275. This
will enable the German government cither to
witness at a safe and commanding distance or

to participate directly in a great many Old
World changes just as its rnlers incline.

General Sheridan (not "Little Phil," but
some one represented as a leading radical)
has been making a speech in Baton Ronge,
La., in which General Grant is sadly excori-
ated. Grant is especially blamed for iotimi-
dating political conventions by the presence
of the military, when be probably had as

much to do about it In the case of the New
Orleans Convention as the man on the other
side of the moon.

Alexis Was Pious and Reserved all day
yesterday, and as a result news in his regard
was meagre. The week before as will give
him a chance to air all the Christian virtues,
particularly resignation, with which bo may
yeotarday have fortified bis soul. Recep¬
tions, balls, parades and excursions are the
order of the day. The Grand Duke is cour¬

ageous ; be once refused to desert a sinking
ship, although ordered to do so 5 let him now
stand by his colors In these boars of trial,
like the whole-souled fellow we have found
him.

The Prince of Wales' Illness..A Heb-
ald special telegram, by cable from London,
bringa the latest report of the condition of the
Prhtoe of Wales' health. The intelligence is
oot by any means reassuring. His Royal
Highness remained severely ill during the
day and evening jetlerday. The fever main¬
tained its hold, and the patient bad not ex¬
perienced any peroeptible amount of comfort¬
able relief, The bulletin which was issued
by the physicians on Saturday evening stated
that the Prince was "going on well" and that
his strength was then good. The unfavorable
Statement yesterday indicates that the hours
of the night brought restlessness snd hectic
and that the physical effort for recovery bad
become depressed and weaker towards morn¬

ing. The fever is of the regular typhoid class.
The people of Eugland were exceedingly anx-

witb regard to its probabls result*

fete hi<l.rti lunl Ihhk to Cmm-
»w- ETtrytolt to Larelr aU Orait
8t*cJt to Ototo.
We publish io the Herald this morning s

comprehensive synopsis of the coming annual
Message of the President of the United States
to Congress, procured specially by our Wash¬
ington correspondent. The document itself,
we are told, will be unusually interesting, and
will bare the recommendation of directness
and brevity. From the points now in our

possession it is plain that our Chief Executive
and his heads of departments And everything
lovely in the condition of the country, and that
with the trifling sayiiN of the Kn Kins
troubles down Qpnfh.which we probably
after all potfeleal hobgoblins rather than real
dangers.we are a wonderfully prosperous
and happy people. Only gix years after a
civil war that for four years threw oat of pro¬
ductiveness the most valuable portion of the
Union, destroyed a vast amount of property,
stopped emigration, and heaped upon our

shoulders a debt from the contemplation of
which many of our more short-sighted luan-
ciers shrank In affright, we tad ourselves
wiping out that debt at the rate cf about one
hundred millions annually, and prepared to
sweep away with one dash of enr Congres¬
sional pen nearly the whole of the Internal
taxation imposed upon ns by the war.
The most important and gratifying feature

of the Message is its reoommsndations in
regard to this subject of internal taxation.
In these the President comes fairly and
squarely on to the Herald platform, and
adopts, almost verbatim, the suggestions made
in our columns nearly a year ago. He recom¬
mends the abolition of all internal taxes
except those on spirits, malt liquors, tobacco
in every form and stamps. On the 18th
January of the present year we published an

analysis of the collections from each specific
source of revenue, which showed that the
amount realized from the four articles desig¬
nated above was just upon sixty per cent of
the total receipts from internal taxes. Follow¬
ing out our steady line of policy in deprecat¬
ing Secretary Boutwell's pet folly of endeavor¬
ing to pay off the debt at a high-pressure rate
of speed, through the instrumentality of high
and harassing taxation, instead of devoting
some portion of the expansion of the revenue
to the immediate relief of the people, we
then said: "It is open to us now to knook
off at one blow the whole of the internal reve¬

nue system that strikes at everything, except
these three items of spirits, tobacoo and fer¬
mented liquors, thereby taking a load from
ear backs uuder which we should draw breath
with a fiscal freedom correspoa<8*g la some
decent measure to the political frwNkm wo

enjoy." The government appears at last io
have awakened to the wisdom of using our

large surplus revenue for the lightening of our
present burdens, and trusting to the Increased
elasticity which would necessarily be imparted
to the taxation still/stained for the means of a
steady if less rapia decrease of the debt. The
abolition of the odious Income tax and of
other minor taxation under the present inter¬
nal revenue system would materially increase
the consuming and purchasing power of the
people, and thus swell the receipts not only
from the articles retained, but from Customs
as well. A great saving would also be
effected in the expense of collection,
and the now oumbrous machinery of
the Internal Revenue Bureau would
be simplified. The President states that
the receipts from spirits, malt liquor, tobacco
and stamps will be sufficient to meet the cur¬

rent expenses of government, and still leave
a surplus for au annual small reduction of
the principal of the debt, and he thinks this
is principally owing to the improvement in
the collection of taxes on tbe articles retained.
This is scarcely a broad enough view to take
of the subject. The natural expansion of the
business of the country, and the extraordi¬
nary impetus that would b% given thereto by
the abolition of taxation in other directions
rould, we believe, be almost sufficient to keep

tbe revenue up to its present mark, and to
enable us to reduce tbe debt at a rate ample
enough to satisfy even Secretary Boutwell.
So far as tbe political effect of tbe changes

recommended by the President are concerned
it is certain that no more popular aot than the
total abolition of the income tax could be un¬

dertaken by any administration. Great credit
is claimed for President Grant and his advisers
on account of the large reduction of the debt
that has been effected during the past three
years, but there is a good deal of humbug
about this. The debt must be decreased
every year io a great nation which
grows so wonderfully in material wealth,
almost from day to day, through the develop¬
ment of tbe country, the increase of its
population by immigration, and the general
spread of its commerce. Tbe grossest finan¬
cial blunders could scarcely prevent such a

result. The people begin to understand this,
and they see no reason why they should be
burdened unduly to get rid at high-pressure
rate, of a*debt incurred to preserve tbe Union
And to hand down to our children the inesti¬
mable blessing of s strong and free govern¬
ment. While Secretary Boatwell is pay¬
ing off from eight to ten millions of
the principal every month, and still
keeps a treasury foil to repletion,
with a gross balance of one hundred millions
and a net balance of from fifty to sixty mil¬
lions, our citizens cannot recognize tbe justice
of loading them down with oppressive and
offensive taxes. Besides, the Secretary's
figures, so modestly made ae to show to Con¬
gress on paper a very moderate reduction of
tbe debt, are now well understood; and he
can no longer estimate a payment flff twenty
or thirty millions a year off the principal when
he is really paying one hundred millions.
Hence tbe new departure of the President is
highly important in a political point of view,
and he can go into the campaign next year
with flying colors on the platform of a repeal
of the income tax.economy in expenditure
and reduction in taxation.
A general recommendation is made of a re¬

vision of the tariff, although no articles are
specified by the President for a reduction or
abolition of duty. It la, however, suggested
that those only should be touched which can
be included in the revision with the least in¬
jury to the country. The President evidently
does not give himself up to tbe free trade
advocates, and In view of the great
reduction ooatemplated iu the internal

revenue it is probably only Intended
to modify the tariff to the extent of the aver¬

age expansion, which is fifteen per cent.
There is no reason why the same principle
applied to one source of revenue should not
be applicable to the other. The sentiment
of the country is in favor of the lowest possi¬
ble tariff consistent with a sufficient revenue.
The customs duties should be confined to as
few articles as possible, so as to simplify the
collection, prevent fraud and evasion, and
bear as lightly as possible on the masses of the
people. ? high tariff holds out a premium to
fraud, and is the delight of greedy specula¬
tors who are dissatisfied with the legitimate
profits of trade, and dishonest offloials who
are prepared to connive at the violation of
law. The customs department of the govern¬
ment is in need of a thorough overhauling,
and whatever may be the recommendation of
the President, it is to be hoped that Con¬
gress will not only give a liberal consideration
to the tariff revision, but will also make the
attempt to apply the remedies that have been
successful in removing the worst corruptions
of the once infamous Internal Revenue Depart¬
ment, to the purification of our custom houses
and the entire reformation of our whole system
of collection. Under every administration for
years past the New York Custom House has
been nothing more than a huge poiitioal
machine. The inquiry at Washington into a

collector's capability Is not aa to his ability
to collect the revenue honestly end to pro¬
mote the interests of eoumeroe, but as to his
shrewdness as a politician and the efficiency
with which he will use the power and influence
of his position for the benefit of his party.
This is a corruption more dangerous
to republican institutions than any
amount of personal dishonesty in the
administration of a pnblic trust, or than any.
individual peculation on the part of a public
officer. Its evils are more widespread and
demoralizing, while it is none the less a fraud
npon the pnblic treasury. The people pay
the employes of the administration; hence,
when subordinates are chosen in any depart¬
ment for political considerations and not for
competency, it is the people who are imposed
upon; and when sinecurists are fastened
on to any pnblic office the money
expended on them is stolen directly
from Ihe people. In this regard the recom¬
mendations of the President on the civil ser¬

vice policy will be interesting, and may lead
to a general reform in the entire machinery
of government.
The Message will contain congratulations

on the result of the deliberations of the Joint
High Commission, and will tonch upon
tba Indian policy and the operations
in the Corea. The consideration of these
topics mnstphowever, be deferred. From the
interesting foreshadowing we have received
we may conclude that the Message will be an

interesting document, and its internal revenue

recommendations, based on the Hkbaxd's
policy, will assuredly insure its popularity.

The Spirits at Brother Beecher's.
The remarkable manifestations of a spiritual¬

istic character in the church of Brother
Beecher, reported elsewhere, mark the great¬
est progress that even progressive spiritualism
has yet attained. It is easy enough to bare
tables tip their l*ga in the air, as if they were

dancing a wooden cancan at stances gotten up
with a special view to such things, but when
the tables begin their spiritualistic waltzes
UDder Brother Beecher's very nose and during
bis most fervent prayers, then the inquiring
mind will hare to study more seriously the
perplexing conundrum, "Why is this thus?"

Brother Beecher once said that though be
was not a spiritualist be would like to be one,
and probably the most prominent theological
Spirits have come to wrestle with him. The
result of the battle will be anxiously awaited
If the spirits can save Beecher from the
future terrors that wait upon too liberal Chris¬
tianity they will do a great and wonderful work;
and, on the other hand, if Beecher converts
the spirits to his broad views we may soon
hear of tables rocking in bilfiard saloons and
unseen hands applauding at the opera. If the
spirits wish to succeed, however, we would
advise them to give up the table idea and ven¬

ture npon an expounding of their own views,
through the lips of Mr. Beecher, as they used
to do in their young and callow days through
the lips of Cora Hatch.

Tiie Agitation in Belgium and Its Re¬
sult..The agitation which has been main¬
tained in Brussels during the past few days
has tended to the accomplishment of the
object which the originators of the movement
bad in view. M. Decker's commission as

Governor of Limberg wns cancelled yesterday.
The facts are specially reported in the
Herald by cable telegram. The statements
which prevailed in the Belgian capital on the
subject were conflicting, as is the case always
when partizm feeling is allowed to predomi¬
nate over reason and good judgment. The
Brussels Gazette announced M. Decker's
resignation."demission" it said.from office
in its morning issue. His friends asserted
that he had previously resigned with the view
of calming the public excitement The fact is
that be is now out of place, and It may be
presumed that his ' 'sorehead" opponents are

gratified. The police were kept on active
duty yesterday notwithstanding, and were
called on to disperse crowds of argumentative
citizens at different points of the capital.
The American Minister in Rom..The

United States Minister, the Hon. George P.
Marsh, has established his headquarters in
Rome, Tbls action of oar Minister is as

prompt and timely as it is becoming. It is
not our business to take any note of the differ¬
ences between the Italian government and the
Holy See. Our only concern ii with fixed
facte, end the fact is now fixed that Rome ie
to be the headquarters of the Italian govern¬
ment. Mr. Marsh has aoted wisely iu being io
Rome in good time.

The San Juan Qcbstion..We are in¬
formed by a Herald special telegram from
Berlin that the Emperor William of Germany
has consented to set as arbitrator between the
United States and England for the settlement
of the San Juan boundary qnestion. His
Majesty will be duly briefed as to the facts
of the case, by official memoranda from Wash¬
ington and London, about the 10th of Decem¬
ber. There is little doubt but that he will
adjust the difficulty. Peace has lit triumphs
as well as war.

Ihe Tate of the NtaM and .City.
The vote of the State this year for Sooretary

of State is as follows:.
For Scrtbner (repabllcani 397,107
For WUlers (democratic) 368,21*

Republican majority 19,863
Last year the State rots for Governor

was:.
For Hoffman(democratic) 390,333
For Woodford (republican) 809,436
Democratic majority 33,000
It farther appears from these figures that

the democratio rote this year falls short of
that of last year 81,318.a loss due to the de¬
moralisation of the party, resulting from the
Tammany disclosures.while the republican
gain on their last year's rote is 20,671, nuk¬
ing s democratic loss on last year's majority
for Hoffman of 51,989.
The total vote of the State, nevertheless,

has been slightly dsarsaned since hut Novem¬
ber.
la 1370 tt was 705,908
in 1871 it loots up 756,331
Decrosso 10,047
The comparative vote in New York oity and

Kings oonnty (Brooklyn) on the State ticket
will show where this falling off belongs:.

1870 1871
New Y ork city.Democratic...... 86,068 83,320
New York city.Republican. 84,391 54,137

Total 12lio»> 137,463
Here it will be observed that while we have

a loss of only some three thousand on the
democratio vote of the oity as between this
year and last year, we have an Increase on the
ropublican vote of nearly twenty thousand.
This increase is due to those voters who here¬
tofore have stayed at hqme, bnt who this year
went to the polls and voted. To these men of
this city the republicans are indebted for the
election of their Stale lioket.
Now let ns look at the comparative vote of

Kings county:.
1870. 1871.

Kings county.Democratic 36,338 39,453
Kiugs county.Republican 23,459 39,30u

Total 50,787 69.756
Here we have an increase of ten thousand

on the total vote of last year, or an increase
of some three thousand in the democratio vote
and some seven thousand in the republican.
New York and Kings counties together show
an increase of twenty-seven thousand on the
vote of last year, and yet the State falls short
ten thousand. This is due to the comparative
apathy of the rural districts; for it shows that
outside of this corner of the State the popular
excitement about the Governor last year was

greater than this year's excitement about the
Tammany frauds. On the vote cast this year
the repablicans gain everywhere except in a
few of the counties where Fenton has bis dis¬
appointed followers, suoh as St. Lawrence and
Chantauqua, and in these republican majorities
are out down, and Fentonism is the milk in
the cocoanut. Thus, as against Fenton and
all those anti-Grant elements, the election of
the republican State ticket is a decisive victory
for General Grant.
Minister Catacazy mad tba Seaadml-

meagere.
Tbere are oertaln persons in the world who

are never so much oeonpied with their own
business as not to be able to find time and
inclination to interfere in the business of
other people. Gossip and scandal are tbelr
delight, and they are nerer better satisfied
than when engaged in the retail of spiteful
and malicious tattle. Unfortunately, many
newspapers are to be found willing to pander
to this unhappy taste, and hence the press
is constantly degraded by the appearance, in
seemingly respectable journals, of all sorts of
slanders and personalities iu which the pub¬
lic hare no concern or interest. Of this
character are the stories regarding the Rus¬
sian Minister Catacazy concocted at Washing¬
ton, the hotbed of scandal and of all those
petty jealousies and strifes that tend to make
life less pleasant than nature designed it
to be, and circulated through the medium of
journals that strire to make op for their defi¬
ciency in news by spreading such trash before
their readers. Minister Catacazy is the repre¬
sentative of a friendly foreign Power, and his
position and office should be respected. If bo
has'any misunderstanding of a personal cha¬
racter with any member of President Grant's
administration, or if circumstances render it
desirable that a change should be made in the
Russian Embassy at Washington, the matter
can be settled by the respective governments,
and the people have jo interest in it. At this
time the assaults li^in the Russian Minister
are in peculiarly bad taste, and it is to be
hoped they will cease entirely.
Vinoknt Colltkk, In his mission to the

Indians in Arizona, seems to have felt it his
duly to treat the white people with no con¬
sideration whatever. Ho ordered certain
scalawag Indians, who existed mainly by
making treaties to be broken, on reservations
which included some of the best highways in
the Territory, and then, under his presumed
authority from the President, directed General
Crook to restrain while citizens with arms
from travelling serosa these reser-

?&lioi!8, or eisa punish them. General
Crook declined to do anything of
sort, and thus matter! '

are as bad
as they can possibly be for the Qnaker policy
in Arizona. While we cannot donbt tbat Mr.
Vincsnt Collyer has the good of the Indians
at heart, we mast object to his manner of op¬
pressing white people In order to carry out
his purposes. We would not have him treat
the Indians as guileless angels, not the while
people as Inhuman fiends. He is evidently an
Indian philanthropist, muoh of s character
similar to tbat of Mr. Bergh the animal
philanthropist, very sealous in defence of his
particular charge, but somewhat unjust to
white people generally.
Tin Stats Prints* of Indians proposes to

disgorge some eighteen thousand dollars of
his pickings and stealings from the State pro¬
vided litigation against him therefor shall
ceass. Tbs proposition has been accepted by
the Governor, Attorney General and other high
officials. Is not this condoning a felony which
is calculated to compromise the ebaracter of
the State Itself?
Tub Atlanta New Em makes s slight mis¬

take in stating that Horace Greeley had been
offered the Presidency of the Department of
Public "Books" In place of Peter B. Sweeny.
All the present fuss and botheration have been
created by the manner in which the public
"books" have been kept. About the public
.Parks there is no oomolainU

)» Th» r Ctckm mf tk<

Skimming off the cream of yesterday's pulpit
discourses we find Mr. Beecher excoriating tie
idolatry of Protestantism and insisting that
Biblical interpretation mast conform to the
facts of soienoe or fall to the ground. Ootsido
donbt Is sustained by the conflicts la the
Church, and Phariseeism is there rampant.
"There are thousands of men," said Mr.
Beeoher, "in such a state of uncertainty that
the power of the Bible is broken lor them"
by the persistent adherence of theologians to
falss interpretations. .'God," he added, "made
the outward world as well as the Bible, and If
anything conflicts something must give way-
facts wont" He did not, however, believe
that anything will ever permanently disturb
the hold of the Bible on men's minds.
The Rev. Dr. Hepworth oomblned two

grand and important ideas in his morning dis¬
course.the forgiveness of enemies and the
bravery of a Christian life. He was candid
enough to acknowledge that in the oommon
ranks of life as lofty deeds are daily achieved
as those which honor kings and adorn thrones.
There is a heroism which the world takes
note of because it is seen in high places, and
there is a heroism which God takes note of,
though the hero or heroine may never be
known to fame; and those two styles of
heroism wers indicated and contrasted by Dr.
Hepwortb.

Dr. Cbapln took up the subject of the
responsibility for right hearing, and pointed
out the different modes. "There is," said
he, "such a thing as Sunday hearing.a
mere journalism of hearing." There Is also
an "anxious, zealoos style of hearing,
which brings comfort and hope and life.
The differences In other senses and faculties
were brought in to strengthen this one and
to show the responsibility of the soul to God
for the right improvement of all its powers
and talents.
The Rev. Dr. Ewer, late of Christ church

(Episcopal), installed himsolf yesterday as

pastor of a portion of his old flock who believe
as be does.that Christ is in the bread rather
than that He is the bread.in the Church of
the Holy Light. His first utterances portray
a fearful condition of spiritual darkness in the
world, but he bad hope because of the spread¬
ing power of his own party, who are still,
however, in a minority. "But a minority of
one on tho side of truth is more than equal to
the marshalled hosts in the ranks of error.

The Doctor, by implication, charged the evan¬

gelicals with all the sorrows to which he is
heir and which the Church of his love has also
to bear. His exaltation of the mystery of the
Eucharist was all that the most ardent Catho¬
lic could desire or expeot.
The Rev. Dr. Starrs, in the Cathedral, and

the Rsv. Father Merrick, in St. Francis
Xavier's church, treated of the end of the
world and tho judgment to come as realities
near at hand and worthy of our most careful
attention. In St. Stephen's Dr. McGlynn
portrayed the solemnity of the hour in which
the Saviour took His Last Sapper with the
Disciples and left them as a keepsake, and with
them the Church Tu all ages, a command to
show forth His death till He shall come again
by partaking of the bread and of the cup in
remembrano* of Him. Father Damen, In the
Church of St. John the Evangelist, preached
on tho procrastination of repentance, and
urged promptness in this duty.
The Rev. Dr. Porter, in the Bedford ave¬

nue (Brooklyn) Reformed church, discours¬
ing on the offence of the cross, said very em¬

phatically that "the question which divided
men in this age is not one of Calvinism or Ar-
minianism, of Protestantism or Romanism,
so much as the query, 'Who is Cnrist ? Art
thou He that should come, or do we look for
another?1" The life and character of the late
Rev. Alfred Cookman were beautifully por¬
trayed last evening by the Rev. Mr. Longacre,
an old friend of his and one who knew bim
well. Mr. Cookman was a minister of no or¬

dinary ability. A devoted Christian, an ear¬

nest preacher, a polished gentleman and a

genial friend, his praise is in all the oburohts
of Methodism throughout this land.
From Washington we have Dr. Newman's

refutation of "science, falsely so called,"
and his able defence of the Bible from the
assaults of infidels. Other sermons which
will be found in our colnmns we commend,
with those above noticed, to the careful con¬
sideration of the hundreds of thousands to
whom the Herald will re-preach them to-day.
The Elmira Advertiser.republican orgai!

in western New York.in discussing the sub¬
ject of the next Presidency, arrives at the
conclusion that "the overwhelming leaning of
the republican party at this moment toward
General Grant has its basis in good and suf¬
ficient reasons found in his administration of
the government; and we know ot but one man
who can change his attitude, and that man is
himself." When General Grant does change
himself there are plenty of anti-Grant men
who will declare that is no matter of "small
change" at any rate. He will probably fight
it out on his present line if it takes until next
November.
The Springfield (Illinois) State Register

(democratic) says the difference between the
democratic and republioan parties is, tbal one
believes in the right, duty and oapaoity of the
people to govern themselves, and the other
does not believe in anything of the kind. The
way the people have been governed by corrupt
officials of all parties for the last ten years
leads them to the conclusion that the old
axiom, "the world is governed too much," is
only too true in their oase.

The Heavy Sxow Storms on the Plains
have proven terribly destructive of hnman
life. ? battalion of infantry was snowed up
near Helena, Montana, and most of the men
were severely frosen. A number of cattle
herders and buffalo hunters la Kansas were
frosen to death, and a serious loss of life by
snow slides In the Wahsatoh cations, In Utah,
are reported.

Tint Greeley Republicans.Mr. Greeley
in the chair.held a meeting on Saturday
evening last for the consideration of the peace
propositions from the Republican Stale Central
Committee, but as the "Sage of Chappaqna"
was not satisfied with the terms offered they
were rejeoted ; the meaning of wbioh Is that
Mr. Greeley intends to "fight it out on this
line" for the White House if it takes aU
winter*

"S3-
Disaster Mmum efew

* the ASalntotratlM.
The combinations now being made againstGeneral Grant seem to hare taken couragefrom despair. Ia some respects a more self¬

ish combination was never seen In our politi¬cal history. We recall but two similar in-
stanoee.the attempt of Burr to gain the Presi¬
dency by an Intrigue against Jefferson.and
the arrangement by which Clay and Adams,in defiance of the expressed will of the people,defeated Jackson and made Adams President.These proceedings were immoral. In the caseof Burr, manifestly so.a mere dioert
contrivanoe. With Adams there was no posi¬tive immorality, no deliberate oonsplracy, for
Clay and Adams were both honorable
and all that wm done was within the striot
letter of the constitution and the laws; but tt
was in violation of the will or the people and
gave rise to grave suspicions. It oarried Us
own punishment. It enabled Jackson's follow¬
ers and Jackson himself to allege all
of scandals; it almost cost Clay his life in the
duel with Randolph; it prevented his eleva¬
tion to any place higher than the Department
of State. The people are never deoeived by
injustice, and however petulant or wayward
in what is called the expression of popular
opinion, in the end they are governed by
magnanimity. So far, therefore, as theas
combinations against Grant are the angry In*
spirntions of men who have never held oiBo% *

or the feverish anticipations of those who
desire Presidential honors, they will have
little effect npon the people. When Mr.;
Schurz says, for instance, that Grant in bis
St. Domingo policy meant to declare war in
spite of Congress, and that his action was a

usurpation, nobody believes him, and he does
not believe himself. We feel that he is angry,
for another reason, and that he assigns a pre¬
text. For however much men may dislike the
St. Domingo business, no one can question
Grant's honesty in the matter. Call it a mis¬
take ; only a demagogue will call it a crime.
And so down the list of drag-net accusations

and denunciations, all this tavern-gossip about
cottages and presents and appointing rela¬
tives to office. When politicians try to build
a party, or even "organise a movement" in
this way, they have a quicksand for their
foundation, and the first heavy breeze from
the northwest will mako an end of it. It
means, furthermore, that they have really
no valid grievances with the administration;
Grave and gray and bearded men like Sumner
and Greeley do not stand up seriously and
recite stories like what we read about tbo
President when they have a principle to do-
fend or some crime against the republic to
punish. This phase of the canvass is an en¬

couragement to the supporters of the Presh
dent, as showing the poverty of the anti-Growl
leaders. History is full of other encourage¬
ments. Remember what waa said ef
Washington and Jefferson and Moms
and Lincoln by the opposition to their nd-
ministratlons. We have taken theme name*

and canonized them in onr political shrines^
and in every convention we make our devotions
and honor their memory and mourn over

them as the true fathers of the republic. In
their day they were aisailed as savagely and
unrseasonably aa Grant. It is a law of human'
nature that power must have antagonisms.
"They who walk in the sunshine of fame,"
says Scaliger, "must bs followed by the shad¬
ows of envy." When the night oomes the
shadows pass away, even as they have passed
from the early Presidents. The country
hearkened, and not without the joy of mis¬
chief, perhaps, to the assaults upon Washing¬
ton for his aristocratic and monarchical ten¬
dencies, for his stern, imperious nature; to the
stories of Jefferson's Jacobinism and atheism,
and the vnlgar libels which now only livs in
the verses of Thomas Moore; to the furioas
denunciations of Jackson as a duellist, a racing
man, an attendant at cock fights; to the nar¬

rations of Lincoln's impurity of speech, bin
nnworthiness, his bidden sympathies with
rebellion. If we are not mistaken this is the
very Mr. Sumner who arraigned Lincoln for
bis infidelity to emancipation.the very Gree¬
ley who assailed bim for his manifold sheet-
comings and gave hia re-election a tardf
and feeble support; and with them ato
united the very men who went to Clevefond
and nominated a third party ticket, with John
C. Fremont for the Presideucy, and John
Cochrane.the same who is now by God's
good providence Alderman of the city of New
Jork.as Vice President. The heroes of the
Cleveland nktreuieni against Lincoln are the
men to lead the bread-and-butterless move¬

ment against Grant. We presume that no

friend of Grant, however, will tremble over

the remembrance.
This being the outlook, we bavo to call at¬

tention to what seams to be the real danger to
Grant. We pass from the bread-and-butter-
less movement, as a surface eruption on the
republican body politic, and not to be seriously
dreaded. History shows one singular thing:
no President who bad any claim lo the respect
of the psople was ever defeated for re-olectidn*
unless from circumstances arising from finan¬
cial embarrassment and mismanagement. So
long as the country goes along on bright suss-'
mer seas, with business active and everybody
making money, and the general fiaanosa in a

healthy condition, the administration receives
the oredit, and no one oaree to make a change-
When the contrary is the case and business
begins to shrink, and the country to

show unsaey symptoms from overtrading
or false economy, or following foolish
notions of finance, every man in distress and

every one in dread turns upon the administra¬
tion with angry protests and questioning, and
insists that no relief can come except from s

change In the rulers. No matter what is true
or false; whether, as Is generally the case,
the governing powers are blameless and the
fault is with the people themselves, there
must be an example, and the more illustrious
the example the mors satisfactory the punish¬
ment ^ I story makes this almost a mathe¬
matical demonstration. John Adams was e

good man and a good President But John
Adams suffered from the disordered condition
of our finances after the Revolution and the
misfortunes that fell npon the prosperity ofw
the country through the operation of Hamil¬
ton's measures as Secretary of the Treasury.
Time vindicated the genius of Hamilton and
the wisdom or his financial policy. But before
that came we bed core trials. The dtmatrj
became asgrv; it listened to the Jsffbrsosihn.


